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WELCOME TO THE FRIENDS 
OF HABBEKRATS

SOCIETY, CARE, FUTURE

Habbekrats is a Belgian country-wide youth service.
Since 1991, our aim has been to help young people who need support 
to find their way in our complex society. 
Thanks to this support they have been able to develop into fellow 
citizens who, in turn, make a full contribution to our society and to our 
future.
It is everyone’s responsibility to help these children and Habbekrats 
takes the lead to achieve these goals by offering accessible projects 
and activities to all. 
Together, we can build a warm and safe future for everybody.  A future 
that we all will benefit from it. The children, you and I.

Chris Van Lysebetten 
General coordinator,
2016

HABBEKRATS MEANS: TRIFLE



OUR METHODOLOGY

GOOD PRACTICE, LABORATORY, IMPACT

Habbekrats has developed its own specific methodology, which 
has been fine-tuned over the 25 years of working on projects for 

underprivileged children.
This methodology has been qualified as “exemplary good practice”.

Habbekrats truly believes that every child has a positive spirit, 
irrespective of their background and past and all activities are 

designed to help them achieve this.
The methodology is practical for all kinds of social groups, more 

specifically for children and young people who are victims of structural 
deprivation, exclusion and emotional stress.

Habbekrats has a rural recognition. Every province has at least one 
“youth-accespoint”. It is a safe place where the methodology can be 

applied and tested every day on a local and regional level and are 
available to other organisations.

The reach of Habbekrats nationally amounts to 2500 children and 
young people per year, both in short projects and long trajectories.



OUR MISSION

CHILDREN AND YOUNGERS, TOTAL PACKAGING, SOCIAL INVOLVEMENT

Habbekrats follows a clear mission.
By definition, “the organisation’s goal is to give vulnerable children 
and youngsters whose living conditions are characterized by structural 
poverty of opportunity or deprivation more individually, group and 
structural support and offer opportunities to participate in society, 
increase their resilience and combat or eradicate mechanisms of 
deprivation”.
The comprehensive approach of Habbekrats has proven its 
effectiveness throughout the years.
It is an integral methodology which combines a mixture of educational 
tools with a holistic human approach and social involvement. 
Habbekrats works without any barriers that could harden open access 
for these young people. 



OUR VALUES

VALUES, WARMTH, TRUTHFULNESS, RESPECT

The organisations combines values, warmth and truthfulness in its 
philosophy.

The basic values of respect, equality, solidarity and fairness are 
embedded in every action, program and task of Habbekrats.

All projects and actions of Habbekrats are characterized by a warm 
approach. To this end, all coaches approach the youngsters as friends 

in a preventive project. 
The “warm” aspect of Habbekrats elaborates itself throughout 
everything. The infrastructure, framework, way of working and 

publications promote the warm environment that our society and 
children need.

De W of Waarheid (Truthfulness) stands for authenticity. Work is done 
in an authentic, original and truthful basis in which all individuals are 

involved open heartedly in the project or care program.



SPECIFIC

ENCOUNTER,  ASTONISH, CONNECTING

In detail, Habbekrats aims to offer children and young people, 
from the age of 8 onwards, better integration opportunities that 
aim to combat or reduce mechanisms of deprivation. 
Habbekrats focuses on three overlapping domains: to meet, 
to astonish or to connect. This approach delivers fast and 
sustainable results in the area of youth- and wellbeing.

The operation of Habbekrats is spread across Belgium, covering an 
area of around 40.000m². It offers places where boys and girls from 
the ages of 8 to 18 years old can meet each other. 
More than half of the Habbekrats program consists of warm houses, 
functional places that aim to replicate real houses. 
Moreover, Habbekrats organises approximately 80 days of youth 
vacations per year. These are big adventures where the children 
develop into real heroes, on the basis of strengthened self-image and 
confidence. 

Another strong element that Habbekrats offer are educational projects. 
Thanks to a series of trajectories which take the form of a dynamic 
and easy accessible civil education, Habbekrats has the title of 
“educational organisation”.



 

Some numbers:

SOME CORE NUMBERS:

 • Habbekrats possesses an area of 40000m² unique youth space, both indoor and outdoor.
 • There are eleven warm houses spread across Belgium.
 • 2400 children per year take part in camps and participate in hero stories.
 • 2500 children from the age of 8 regularly take part in the Habbekrats operation.
 • The cost to help 1 child long term within the Habbekrats program is almost approx. €1000 a year.
 • Habbekrats has a success rate of more than 80%.

HABBEKRATS HAS RECEIVED A LOT OF REWARDS FOR ITS MERITS INCLUDING:

 - The outstanding Young Person of the World
 - The prize of the Flemish community
 - The high protection of her Majesty the Queen.
 - The high prize of education

THE BOOK
Every Child is a Hero

In the book “Elk kind is een Held”
   of the inspirer Chris Van Lysebetten,
   you are dragged into the genesis of Habbekrats,
   in its special methodology and the 
   stories of children and youngsters

The book is edited by Lannoo Campus and costs €29,5.
   It can be ordered through Chris@habbekrats.be or the beter bookstore. 









APPROACH

PROJECTS, PHENOMENONS, TENDENCIES, CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

To enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of Habbekrats 
projects. Every project is one whole and is characterised by a 

progress measured in time, aimed at a target group, a problem or a 
neighbourhood.

This makes Habbekrats a valuable and effective partner for the 
government or private organisations that set a goal to make the lives 

of the youth better.
By working this way, Habbekrats can quickly react to new social 

phenomenon’s and tendencies. For example, think about child 
struggling with poverty, youth unemployment, depression and suicide, 

children in conflict areas, etc.

As a frame for its projects, Habbekrats follows the rights of the child 
and universal rights of mankind. 



CHANGE THE FUTURE

CARE - PARTNERS - FRIENDS - DURABILITY

The care for children and young people is a responsibility of all of 
us. By choosing for children, we also choose for ourselves and our 
future. That’s why Habbekrats has grown into a real community of 
youngsters, children and caretakers who are there to protect, listen 
and help.
The Habbekrats community has many partners, including large 
companies, the Flemish community, councils, emphatic people and 
even Her Majesty the Queen. All are part of the Habbekrats 
community.

Supported by many strong hands, Habbekrats can contribute to the 
well-being of children and youngsters of the lower social groups.
Care-partners-friends- endurable



IN SUMMARY

Habbekrats is an acknowledged youth service that cares for more than 
2500 children and young people in Belgium and act on the basis of 

respect, values, warmth and truth.
Habbekrats works together in public services and private organisations, 

focussing on equality, solidarity and justice whilst building the durable 
base of a warm community.

Thanks to its preventive operations of giving basic social care where 
“meeting”, “astonishing” and “connecting” are offered as complementary, 

Habbekrats has created many effective projects.
Because of its independence and neutrality, Habbekrats is a reliable, 

objective partner for private partner and official authorities. 





SUPPORT YOUR FUTURE, BE A FRIEND OF HABBEKRATS
Habbekrats is a strong brand. Both children, for whom the warm houses are meant, parents and friends can enjoy the actions of Habbekrats that 
shows friendship and trust.
For other organisations, the government and its partners, Habbekrats is a quality brand with strong goals, a good board and is in a stable financi-
al position. In short, it’s a service to invest in. Habbekrats acts under the instruction of its board and submits its action to an external audit.

How can you become a member of “the Friends of Habbekrats”?

1. Mecenas. You become a Habbekrats mecenas by offering €50.000 to the Habbekrats Fund, managed by the King Boudewijn Foundation  
 or to lend your house to children.
 Data from the fund Habbekrats: Bank van de Post iBAN: BE10 0000 0000 0404 en BiC BPOTBEB1 with the mention of the structured   
 code 015/1620/00076
 

2. Sponsoring: You can connect your name or brand through sponsoring. Your name and/or logo appear on the website and other sources of  
 communication of Habbekrats or on the sponsoring board in the income of the Habbekrats house.

Possibilities:

Head sponsors: €25,000
Golden sponsor: €15,000
Silver sponsor: €10,000.

3. Duo-legacy: This legacy can be fiscally interesting when you want to leave something to someone who has to pay high succession duties.  
 The testator can leave a part of his possessions to a good cause and another part to his heirs.

If you want to support us or join the friends of Habbekrats, for example by sending gifts or by becoming a godfather/mother, you can contact us 
via the website. You can also pay us a visit in one of the houses. The coffee is ready! 
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